
Nazarenes/Tearfund working together
Six Countries: Nepal, Bangladesh, Peru, Rwanda, DRC, Haiti
All doing some form of Church and Community Transformation (CCT)

Tearfund and Nazarenes work together in Asia, Africa, and South America. Tearfund’s ministry is church empowerment,
resourcing and coaching, helping even very poor churches to be the drivers of poverty alleviation in their communities.
Churches who engage in our Church and Community Transformation (CCT) process experience a mindset change. They
learn to meet local needs with local resources, without waiting on outside resources from governments or charities.

In Nepal, where Christians are in the minority--often
persecuted and marginalized--Nazarene church leaders
have been trained by Tearfund on CCT (in Nepal, CCT is
called Sangsangai). They are mobilizing local churches
to address local needs using local resources, without
dependence on outside aid. For example, Machelu
Nazarene Church heard about a struggling school in
their district, with very poor families, most of which are
not believers. Attendance by the 35 students was
irregular and they lacked basic supplies. Despite the
persecution of Christians in Nepal, their training in CCT
showed them that this was an opportunity to show the
love of Jesus. The Nazarene CCT group immediately
met with school authorities and parents. They began
providing basic supplies, provided scholarships for six
students, and built a tap for drinking water for the school.
Average daily attendance has gone up from 15 to 34.
One of the non-Christian parents said, “It was a very
hard situation before but now our children are excited to
go to school every day and have become very active in
their learning.” The community saw that the church truly
cared about them, and they demonstrated that God
cares about both spiritual and material needs.

In another location in Nepal, a local church and
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries began a school for
poor students. Teachers use Tearfund materials to help
students integrate their faith with their studies and with
their life in the family and in the community. As the
school grew, it became difficult for NCM to supply school
materials for so many students, and the local church
members who had been through Tearfund training
(Sangsangai) stepped forward to volunteer and provide
supplies for the extra students.

In Peru, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Nazarene churches have been empowered by
CCT to reach their communities through Tearfund’s
self-help group model, using Bible studies and
small-group savings to generate income and business

opportunities, and creating their own projects to
strengthen families and protect children at risk.

In Haiti, Nazarenes have been one of the best
denominational partners for Tearfund. Over a two year
period the Nazarene Seminary invited Tearfund to lead
Integral Mission courses for the theologians coming
through the program. The Nazarene has also taken the
specific themes of Creation Care (environmental
protection) and Child Protection to heart. Young people
from the seminary and wider denomination have
participated in theological conferences on the care of
creation and have been trained as trainers in our “Bon
Tretman” Child Protection advocacy campaign which
uses biblical principles to train youth and adults on
healthy relationships, positive discipline, and protection.
A local NGO from the Nazarene church, FOKA, has
been leading this work. Tearfund is looking to develop an
MoU with the denomination towards scaling up the work
more systematically throughout the nation.

In Bangladesh, Tearfund has worked with the
Bangladesh Nazarene Mission to engage churches in
CCT and to learn how to prepare for and respond to
disasters such as frequent flooding, ensuring that the
most vulnerable people are included in disaster
response. And because sea-level rise is causing water
tables to become salty, we’ve partnered on teaching how
to build raised-bed vegetable gardens and pot gardens.

Finally, Tearfund has been able to work with mobilized
Nazarene churches in many of these communities to
reach their neighbors with messages about protection
from COVID.

In the United States, Nazarene Compassionate
Ministries has used Tearfund training materials in
advocacy, and Tearfund USA’s Vice President Jason
Fileta has led workshops doing advocacy training, using
Tearfund materials.



Nepali children whose school experience was transformed through a Tearfund/Nazarene partnership.

Nazarenes have participated in Tearfund’s “Bon Tretman” (Good Treatment) child protection advocacy campaign which
uses biblical principles to train youth and adults on healthy relationships, positive discipline, and protection.


