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NWO District NMI President’s Report – June 2021 

Vision  

John 3:16 says: 

God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. (CEV) 

Revelation 7:9-10 says: 

After this, I saw a large crowd with more people than could be counted. They were from every 

race, tribe, nation, and language, and they stood before the throne and before the Lamb. They 

wore white robes and held palm branches in their hands, as they shouted, “Our God, who sits 

upon the throne, has the power to save his people and so does the Lamb.” (CEV) 

Indeed, our God is a missional God.  That is who God is and we, as the followers of Christ are 

called to reach out to everyone in his name.  We are called to serve God and bring people to 

him.  We are all missionaries and we are all given the gifts we need to fulfill this great calling. 

Since I have been NMI President for the NWO District, I have had the privilege of speaking at 

several churches and look forward to visiting more as the year progresses.  It has been a 

challenging year for us all but God is still at work, and we are seeing many people still serving 

the Lord even in this current reality we are all experiencing. We have reports from the various 

areas of ministry and the mission finances in your resource bags. We also have other resources 

that support our focus on responding to the needs of people in our communities here and 

around the world. Our calling is to get involved and stay active for the Lord wherever we are.  

Moving Forward – “Serving the Lord Together” 

It begins with “Getting Involved” 

Missions around the world are focused on serving the Lord and working together as the people 

of God to make changes that will help relieve the suffering and need that abounds.  

Our churches exist in communities around that world that have great need and it is vital that 

we connect with our communities and address those needs as best we can.  
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Our God is a “missional God” and if we serve Him, we must get involved in real life ways to help 

alleviate suffering, meet needs, present the Gospel of Jesus, minister to families and people of 

various ages in our communities.   

 

 

In fact, whatever age we are, God can use us to reach people for Jesus.  Missionary work is not 
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only for older people – kids and youth can also reach out and help others.  

The Nazarene mission programs of training and preparation are extremely effective and well 

organized.  If you feel God is calling you to another country, there are ways you can get 

involved in preparing for that reality. 

Alleviating Poverty 

While there are many challenges to this problem, we can really help. Around the world and 

even here in the US - in areas of the world where there is extreme poverty and oppression, 

education is a well-documented way to provide help to individuals. Help to learn, train and 

apply what they have learned to make a difference in their lives and in the world. 

Education and Training 

Concern Worldwide provides this explanation and overview: 

Education is often referred to as the great equalizer: It can open the door to jobs, resources, 

and skills that a family needs to not just survive, but thrive. Access to high-quality primary 

education and supporting child well-being is a globally-recognized solution to the cycle of 

poverty. This is, in part, because it also addresses many of the other issues that can keep 

communities vulnerable.  

THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION ON POVERTY: FACTS 

Education directly correlates with many solutions to poverty, including:  

 Economic growth 

 Reduced income inequality 

 Reduced infant and maternal deaths 

 Reduced stunting 

 Reduced vulnerability to HIV and AIDS 

 Reduced violence at home and in society 

 

 

https://www.concernusa.org/story/how-education-affects-poverty/
https://www.concernusa.org/our-approach/cycle-of-poverty/
https://www.concernusa.org/our-approach/cycle-of-poverty/
https://www.concernusa.org/story/what-is-stunting/
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According to UNESCO, if all students in low-income countries had just basic reading skills 

(nothing else), an estimated 171 million people could escape extreme poverty. If all adults 

completed secondary education, we could cut the global poverty rate by more than half.  

Also, as God’s people, we know that educating people to follow the Lord and working in their 

communities to help others is a huge benefit. People learning skills and trades that can earn 

money and improve ways of life for everyone is a wonderful way to encourage others.  

Sustainable Development 

A huge challenge is also to provide sustainable development projects.  That means to not keep people 

reliant on others but provide them with the information, knowledge and training they need to keep on 

improving and moving forward 

UNICEF – For every child explains: 

The Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have put a 

human face on development. Common definitions of what constitutes development had 

been abstract and all too often solely rooted in economic policy and GDP. The MDGs 

provide us with a clear focus on extreme poverty in all its forms and how it can be tackled, 

e.g. through access to basic healthcare, safe drinking water, providing education for every 

child, empowering women, and being environmentally responsible.  

When first established, the MDGs seemed impossibly ambitious, but progress has been 

swift in some areas, thanks to governments making the MDGs a priority, and has improved 

(albeit far from perfect) international partnerships. 

 

Unfortunately, MDG achievements have been uneven, and in many parts of the world the 

multiple stressors of conflict, poverty, isolation, and climate change have thwarted 

progress. Many countries have not received the international support that has been 

promised. Pockets of chronic hunger, rural areas with no access to healthcare, and 

unfulfilled pledges of funding remain a scar on the world’s conscience.  

 

Inequality and social exclusion are widening within many countries, rich and poor alike. 

Labor markets are undergoing unprecedented changes driven in large part by globalization 

and technical change.  

 

 

https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/945-end-extreme-poverty-increase-environmental-sustainability.html
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Workers with low educational attainment increasingly find themselves without marketable 

skills, left unemployed or with wages at poverty levels. As a result, inequalities of earnings 

have soared in the past two decades, undermining the fairness, justice, and even basic 

human rights in many societies. Of particular concern is the high youth unemployment in 

many countries, rich and poor. 

Therefore, sustainability is critical so that individuals can learn skills that can support 

themselves and their families and obtain the kind of practical education that can promote 

their development and empowerment. 

The Church of the Nazarene is strongly committed to education.  I have provided a list of 

colleges and universities the COTN has around the world. They also support and work closely 

with schools for children and youth and offer various trades programs. Providing a Christian 

education that is current and applied to real life is so important for people all over the world. 

It is important to connect, too, with others so that we can work together to serve the Lord.  We 

can unite and work with other groups that are focused on sustainable development and 

Christian-based approaches to community improvement and individual empowerment. 

Some groups you have information about in your resource bags are: 

TearFund USA - https://www.tearfundusa.org/  

We follow Jesus where the need is greatest. 

We do this by responding to disasters, challenging injustice, and helping communities see their 

own potential to overcome poverty. 

Congo Initiative - https://congoinitiative.org/  

TOGETHER WE ARE: an envisioned community of Christ-centered Congolese leaders and global 

partners united for the transformation of lives and a flourishing Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

Congo Initiative educates ethical leaders who have integrity; invests in a sustainable vibrant 

Congolese society; and develops grassroots initiatives for peace, hope, and justice. Through our 

mission, we are together—being transformed to transform. 

Africa Nazarene University -  https://www.anu.ac.ke/  

 

 

https://www.tearfundusa.org/
https://congoinitiative.org/
https://www.anu.ac.ke/
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In line with its mission statement and value proposition, ANU continues to strive to be the 

university of choice for individuals desiring Christ-centered academic excellence, by providing 

an environment where bright minds can be educated and transformed for service and 

leadership with the intention of making a difference in Africa and the world. Africa Nazarene 

University is committed to the cultivation and nurturing of a transformative milieu that 

nurtures innovation by offering training in cutting-edge disciplines that are responsive to 

societal needs. Our intention is to produce graduates who are creative, innovative and solution 

driven. 

Colleges and Universities 

Transforming students’ lives with education and a Christian worldview. Choosing where to 

engage in education for life and service is one of the most important DISCIPLESHIP DECISIONS A 

PERSON WILL MAKE. Regardless of the level of the degree, from diploma to PhD, it is a 

significant season in the development and spiritual formation for the student. 

The International Board of Education (IBOE) serves the Church of the Nazarene system of 

higher education in advocacy, support, evaluation and networking. This system of institutions 

includes 51 colleges, universities, and seminaries and is resolute in shaping Christ like disciples 

and servant-leaders for lifelong service and global impact. 

The institutions are located in more than 120 world areas on six continents and serve a richly 

diverse student body offering phenomenal opportunities for the more than 50,000 students 

who annually make Nazarene institutions their schools of choice. 

Africa Region 
Africa Nazarene University 
Nazarene Bible College of East Africa 
Nazarene Theological College 
Nazarene Theological College of Central Africa 
Nazarene Theological Institute - ITN/NTI 
Seminário Nazareno de Cabo Verde 
Seminário Nazareno em Moçambique 
Southern Africa Nazarene University 
  
 
 
 
Asia-Pacific Region 

https://nazarene.org/what-we-do/educationclergy/nazarene-education/colleges-universities
https://www.anu.ac.ke/
http://www.sanu.ac.sz/
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Asia-Pacific Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Central Philippine Nazarene College 
Chapman International College 
Indonesia Nazarene Theological College 
Japan Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Korea Nazarene University 
Melanesia Nazarene Bible College 
Melanesia Nazarene Teachers College 
Nazarene College of Nursing 
Nazarene Theological College 
Philippine Nazarene College 
South Pacific Nazarene Theological College 
Taiwan Nazarene Theological College 
  
Eurasia Region 
Arabic Nazarene Bible College 
European Nazarene College 
Nazarene Nurses Training College 
Nazarene Theological College-Manchester 
South Asia Nazarene Bible College 
  
Mesoamerica Region 
Caribbean Nazarene College 
Iglesia del Nazareno en México Seminario 
Instituto Bíblico Nazareno 
Séminaire Théologique Nazaréen d’Haiti 
Seminario Nazareno de las Américas 
Seminario Nazareno Dominicano 
Seminario Teológico Nazareno 
Seminario Teológico Nazareno Cubano 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
South America Region 

https://www.apnts.edu.ph/
https://www.vnbc.edu.ph/
https://chapmaninternational.org/
https://www.sttni.ac.id/
https://www.facebook.com/jp-nazarene.t.seminary
https://eng.kornu.ac.kr/
https://www.facebook.com/Mnbc675/
https://www.facebook.com/mntc2019/
https://nazpng.org/college/
https://www.ntc.edu.au/
https://www.philnazcollege.edu.ph/
https://www.eunc.edu/
https://www.rmhindia.org/index.php?page=nntc
https://www.nazarene.ac.uk/
https://sanbc.org/
https://cnc.edu/
https://www.seminarioar.com.mx/
https://www.stnhaiti.com/
https://www.seminarionazareno.net/
https://sndvirtual.com/
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Seminario Bíblico Nazareno Chile 
Seminario Nazareno Bolivano 
Seminario Teológico Nazareno del Cono Sur 
Seminario Teológico Nazareno del Perú 
Seminário Teológico Nazareno do Brasil 
Seminario Teológico Nazareno Sudamericano 
   
USA/Canada Region 
Ambrose University 
Eastern Nazarene College 
MidAmerica Nazarene University 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
Nazarene Bible College 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 
Northwest Nazarene University 
Olivet Nazarene University 
Point Loma Nazarene University 
Southern Nazarene University 
Trevecca Nazarene University 
 

So, this year, I will work closely with our NYI leadership to encourage our youth to “get 

involved” actively in our communities here in NWO and to make a difference for the Lord.  I will 

also encourage churches, as I visit, to move ahead with the calling we have in Christ to serve 

our Savior actively and in various ways to meet various needs. I pray we see our Work and 

Witness and Compassionate Ministries grow here in the US as well as overseas. I will also 

continue to challenge us all to ask the Lord directly where in the world he would have us serve.  

We must never assume that part – it should be asked directly and we must be obedient in 

God’s name. 

I look forward to the NWO District supporting various community sustainable development 

programs here in the US and around the world; supporting education everywhere; and to send 

missionaries like never before anywhere the Lord leads. Our vision continues to be, “Serving the 

Lord Together”.  

 

https://www.sbn.cl/
https://www.seminario.nacen.org/
https://www.seminarionazareno.com.ar/
https://www.stnb.com.br/
https://www.seminarionazareno.ec/
https://www.ambrose.edu/
https://www.enc.edu/
https://www.mnu.edu/
https://www.mvnu.edu/
https://www.nbc.edu/
https://www.nts.edu/
https://www.nnu.edu/
https://www.olivet.edu/
https://www.pointloma.edu/
https://www.snu.edu/home.asp
https://www.trevecca.edu/

